Ten Reasons to get fit and be selected for the NZ schools team!
10.
Derek’s driving detours!
9.
Unusual sights you only see in Australia eg The highlight of this trip was seeing a crazy lady dressed as a chicken handing out balloons and garlands in Kyneton. Signs saying things like ‘Turn left to Yea’, ‘Free pot with $12 bar meals’ ‘No standing any time today’ etc.
8.
Blue Light Camp in Maldon - The weird safety talk, with the main focus on not spraying deodorant inside as it set the fire alarms off (this was true because we came back from the school relays to see the fire brigade and everyone lined up on the basketball courts – not good timing because all the Aussie fire fighters were watching the Aussie Rules final!!! Playing on their flooded mini-golf course, pool tables, table tennis tables, basketball courts…everything teenagers needed!

7.
Blue Light Camp Food - unlimited amounts of food (in fact there was so much served on the first course no one had room for seconds), heaps of choice and really nice desserts.

6.
Friends – making new friends & catching up with old friends. Plus the weird Aussie accents eg being called Nuck & Tum
5.
Scavenger Hunt Activities: eg mowing a stranger’s lawn, getting a picture of our whole team on a boat, visiting historical towers, serenading strangers, buying 50 cents of diesel and photos of a team member eating as many lollies as they could from the Maldon Lolly Shop.
4.
Winning the best decorated van - our theme was NZ Army. We had guns, missiles etc on top of the vans. We covered one whole side with black trash bags and then drew a kiwi and a fern with tape. On the front of each van we had a big NZ flag and on the side window we pinned up all of the ‘war’ medals we had won at the prize-giving.
3. 
Scavenger Hunt Presentation night - “You & Me” sung by Nick & Tim (alias Nuck & Tum), silver fern made out of plastic forks, whole team uniform of black rubbish bags and silver fern logo & BJ winning the Fluffy Bunny competition with 24 marshmallows!
2. 
Disco Night! Our NZ party theme was Beauty Queens. We all wore sashes with our beauty queen names: Miss Chief-Tim, Miss Quito-Liam, Miss Punch-Nick, Miss (ed) Up-BJ, Miss Used- Matt, Miss Stake- Duncan, Miss Sing-Ryan, Miss Treated-Gene, Miss Tickle-Laura, Miss Terious-Selena, Miss Ellaneous-Angela, Miss Isle-Holly, Miss Sissipi-Lauren, Miss Direct-Hannah, Miss Red-Mum and Miss Tache -Derek. We also had crowns with flashing lights that you could turn on and off. The boys teamed this with really short shorts brought from an op shop (Tim’s shorts were rainbow coloured, size 2 and made to fit 2 year olds-a bargain at 20 cents!!) The team made an entrance walking in together to loud whistles and laughter. Then we straight into party mode - with Tim getting crowd surfed/dropped and getting thrown into the roof creating a massive bump on his head! 

And of course the number 1 reason….
Orienteering
Favourite orienteering experiences: 
Tim - Training day at Mia Mia Blow Mine. First we checked out some interesting features that we had found on the map. We went to a black v (a pit) that was about six meters straight down - so note to self, don’t run over pit! While running between control points we saw many kangaroos and wallabies. Running in the schools relay was awesome too!
Laura – Schools Individual day, awesome fast running forest and I had a good clean run.
Best results: 
 Tim: 1st Australian Sprint Distance, 3rd Australian Middle Distance. 1st Junior Boys Relay
Laura: 3rd Australian Schools Senior Girls, 1st Senior Girls relay, 3rd equal Australian Sprint Distance by only 1 second!
NZSS team won the Southern Cross Shield for the 7th year in a row.
	
	Grade
	Australian Middle
	Victorian Long
	Australian

Schools

Individual
	Australian

Schools

Relay
	Australian

Sprint
	Australian

Long
	Australian

Relay

	Angela
	W20
	1st
	3rd
	1st
	1st
	MP
	8th
	3rd

	Laura
	W20
	6th
	4th
	3rd
	1st
	3rd =
	12th
	3rd

	Selena
	W16
	1st
	1st
	4th
	1st
	1st
	5th
	1st

	Jaime
	W20
	21st
	DNS
	9th
	Composite
	19th
	Mp
	3rd

	Matt
	M20
	13th
	7th
	7th
	1st
	11th
	13th
	3rd

	Gene
	M20
	7th
	6th
	3rd
	1st
	7th
	11th
	3rd

	Duncan
	M20
	DNF
	24th
	5th
	1st
	13th
	24th
	3rd

	Ryan
	M20
	14th
	14th
	22nd
	Composite
	15th
	10th
	6th

	Lauren
	W14
	1st
	6th
	5th
	3rd
	1st
	MP
	1st

	Hannah
	W14
	2nd
	4th
	6th
	3rd
	6th
	4th
	3rd

	Holly
	W14
	14th
	2nd
	9th
	3rd
	3rd
	Mp
	3rd

	Becky
	W16
	11th 
	14th
	15th
	Composite
	9th
	15th
	3rd

	BJ
	M16
	1st
	7th
	10th
	1st
	3rd
	20th
	3rd

	Liam
	M16
	5th
	2nd
	3rd
	1st
	10th
	19th
	3rd

	Nick
	M16
	6th
	6th
	Mp
	Composite
	7th
	2nd
	8th

	Tim
	M16
	3rd
	16th
	16th
	1st
	1st
	12th
	3rd


NZSS Team Results
Jula McMillan OHV traveled with the D squad group and had great results too: Victorian Long Distance W16A 3rd place, Australian Sprint Distance W16A 2nd place, Australian Long Distance W16A 1st place and W16A Relay 1st place with Lauren & Selena.
Thanks once again to our chief sponsors Mum & Dad, Hutt City Council & OHV!












